TORAH “GAMES” IN THCLASSROOM

What does the panel think of Rabbeim/Moros plagames with their classes such as
"Chumash baseball" or "Torah Jeopardy"? On thehamel, such games can be useful
tools to break what children may feel as the tedudmegular learning, and can also serve
as fun drills to retain what is being taught. Oa tither hand, using high-profile secular
games in conjunction with Torah may tend to dintirtise Kedushas HaTorah, which
may not be appropriate even for Kiruv purposesf haking this as a longtime Rebbi.
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Torahcannot be taught as any other subject. It musdight withKedushalf the game
diminishes theKedushas HaTorahh any way, then | don’t see any difference in vehe
the lesson is being taught - in Lakewood, BorkRarOshkosh Wisconsin. It should not
be used anywhere. | understand that people thidkaandifferently in Lakewood, Boro
Park or Oshkosh Wisconsin and, therefore, one nagsiime that there would be
different styles for different locales. But thedkang of Torahis universal andizchius

no matter where one teaches.

The Rebbi who teachd®rahmust infuse as mudkedushaas he possibly can into
every lesson he gives, depending on the levelegtadents he is working with, and no
matter where in the globe he finds himself. Thametbe rules are the same everywhere.
The question is, whether or not the u€htimashoaseball”, "Torah Jeopardy” or other
secular games in conjunction with Torah study distas the&edushas HaTorah

My opinion is that it depends on the approach cheadividual Rebbi. If he is able to
mekadeshhe game to fit th&orahlesson so that the students will perceive it with
kedushaland therefore the Rebbi can give a much betteofeshen great. If he is
unable tamekadeslthe game to fit th&orahlesson in the eyes of his students, then he
should not use these games.

Unfortunately, even if the Rebbi was able tontekadeshhe games but lives in a
community that does not understand that theseimaystools to teacfi orah,there
could be a backlash from members of the communttgnating that he is assigning
importance to sports, ochalila, equating the game withorah, etc. Then he would not
be able to use these games because no matter hewplaes their effectiveness, it will
never be accepted. In the end, the Rebbi and treobwill lose.Yotsah secharo
behefsaido.

This in no way exempts the Rebbi from being creasimd doing his own little games or
exercises that will help to get the lesson acros®etp in the student’s retention process.
Even if the Rebbi has to work harder in creatiregthgames, they will brirggmchato

the learning process. The Rebbi and his studetitbevithe winners.



